Success!

The Fourth Annual Housing Works Fundraising Dinner
was a fremendous success through the generosity
of Citrus Valley Health Partners (photo 1), student
volunteers from Alverno High School (photos 2,3),
donations large and small from the 150 in
attendance at the Episcopal Cathedral Center of
St Paul in Echo Park (photos 3 - 9).

Special thanks to Nina (photo 13) who shared her
story and to all our donors who took to heart the
plea from our board President, Rev Dr Gwynne
Guibord.

Congratulations to Judy Vaughan (photo 4), the
Tom McGuiness Community Leadership Awardee
and Ron Mulvihill, Housing Works Hero for 2009
(photo 12).

United Way - A Pathway Home

Please join us on November 07, 2009 when thousands will gather to
participate in the third Home Walk — A Pathway Home sponsored
by United Way of Greater Los Angeles. Housing Works is proud to
be one of eleven organizations that contfinue to receive funding
from the success of Home Walk. These funds go directly to our
effort to assist families at Las Flores Apartments in East Los Angeles
as they confront mental illness and strive to strengthen family life

and build community with neighbors.

Visit the Housing Works website www.housingworksca.org to sign
up for the 2009 Home Walk or give us a call if you have any

questions 323.222.2774.

(Right: Michael Alvarez, Home Walk 2008)

Section 8 Voucher Cirisis/Solution

In 1974 the Housing and Community Development
Act, established the Section 8 voucher rental
assistance program with the goal of “aiding
lower-income families in obtaining a decent
place to live and ... promoting economically
mixed housing.” For the past several years the
Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles
(HACLA) has been providing Section 8 vouchers
fo low income and homeless individuals and
families. HACLA (www.hacla.org) is currently
unable to accept new applications and is
struggling to maintain the current voucher
allocations. Program standards and eligibility
guidelines are being re-defined in order to not
remove any current participants. The situation is
grim, especially with no new applications being

Back to School
for the Staff

This September’s crowd of students going
back to school will include Housing Works
staff members, Celina Alvarez, Shawn Paftrick
Morrissey and Sieglinde von Deffner. Each
is furthering their goal to complete a
bachelor’s or master’'s degree by attending
classes at night and on weekends and
achieve personal growth while strengthening
their professional commitment. Housing Works
is proud of all of its staff and the fremendous
effort they make in assisting others. We
couldn’t ask for better role models.

processed. Section 8 vouchers are a critical tool in
ending homelessness.

At this point no new funding is available to get the
process moving again, however a critical piece of
federal legislation, the Section Eight Voucher Reform
Act (SEVRA) is currently before the House Committee
on Financial Services. A portion of the SEVRA bill would
create 150,000 new vouchers for distribution through-
out the country. In his festimony before the
Committee, Housing and Urban Development Dept.
Secretary Shaun Donovan stated that HUD “helps
provide affordable housing to over 3.2 million families.
This legislation would be a key step in improving that
assistance.....The HCV (Housing Choice Voucher)
program needs to be reformed to specifically provide
an improved and predictable funding formula for the
rental voucher program, reduce administrative bur-
dens on public housing authorities (PHAs) and Section
8 landlords, and provide protections to tenants.”

The Cenfer on Budgef and Policy Priority
(www.cbpp.org) has information outlining the
financial issues that most housing authorifies
throughout the country are facing, and on the positive
and negative aspects of the SEVRA bill. Housing Works
supports many aspects of the bill, in particular the
allocation of new vouchers and sftreamlining of
processes. We urge you fo follow this legislation and
write your congressperson and senators so that the
ever growing number of homeless and low income
families can benefit from this proven solution to
homelessness.

~Sieglinde von Deffner

Visit the HOUSING WORKS web site: www.housingworksca.org
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